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between powerful capitalist combines and ignorant, defenceless
Africans is not enough. Britain's colonial heritage will remain
what Mr. Lloyd George has said much of it actually is, a "slum
empire/' unless colonial governments are henceforth not only
really masters in their own territories, but are empowered,
endowed and equipped to carry through those changes without
which the people for whom they are responsible cannot take
their place In the world march to a sane civilization, nor the
resources of their territories function properly and efficiently-
as parts of the world economic order on which that civilization
will be based. Every area must, in Dr. Julian Huxley's words,
"have its roads, railways, harbours, storage and marketing
facilities, power; its rivers must be tamed, its forests properly
exploited, its soil conserved and drained and fertilized, its
dangerous diseases brought under control; its people must be
equipped with a reasonable standard of health and security
and education." There must, that Is to say, be "a positive policy
of development."

Whether any such policy is likely to come Into being unless
and until the same kind of political and economic programme
becomes the main objective of British governments here in
Britain Itself may be open to question. But no Socialist will wish
to deny that such a policy would alone justify the continuance
of the Empire; nor could any economic-geographer challenge
Its urgent necessity. And if the British accomplish the tasks
ahead of them they will, in the wrords of a recent writer, "have
made a contribution to human history by comparison with which
all their Empire-building hitherto will seem no more than a
primitive overture., rather analogous to the period of the Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms in the history of Great Britain herself/3